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PSCI 2305.004, Fall 2019 
M, W, F: 12:00 pm – 12:50 pm, ESSC 255 

 
Host:  Eddie L. Meaders, J.D., M.A. 

Office: Wooten Hall 141 
Office Phone: (940) 565 – 2310 
Political Science Department Office: Wooten Hall 125 
Political Science Department Phone: (940) 565 - 2276 
E-mail: meaders@unt.edu 
Office Hours:  

M: 1:00 pm -3:30 pm 
T: 10:00 am – 12:00 pm; 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

W: 1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 
                                 
Feel free to drop by. No appointment is needed during office hours. If the 

posted hours are no good, let me know and we’ll set something else up.  
 
Teaching Assistants:  
              
          Makito Takei  

Office: Wooten Hall 156 
Office phone: (940) 565 - 4761 

          Political Science Department Office: Wooten Hall 125 
          Political Science Department Phone: (940) 565 - 2276 
          E-mail: MakitoTakei@my.unt.edu 
          Office Hours: Fridays, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm 

 
Justin Walsh 
Office: Wooten Hall 110 
Office Phone: (940) 369-8733 
Political Science Department Office: Wooten Hall 125 
Political Science Department Phone: (940) 565 - 2276 
E-mail: JustinWalsh@my.unt.edu 
Office Hours: Tuesdays, 10:00 am -12:00 pm 
 
Alexandria Boggs 
Office: Wooten Hall 
Office Phone:  
Political Science Department Office: Wooten Hall 125 
Political Science Department Phone: (940) 565 - 2276 
E-mail: AlexandriaBoggs@my.unt.edu 
Office Hours:  
 
            

Supplemental instructors:  
 

mailto:meaders@unt.edu
mailto:MakitoTakei@my.unt.edu
mailto:JustinWalsh@my.unt.edu
mailto:AlexandriaBoggs@my.unt.edu
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Supplemental Instructor: A Supplemental Instruction (SI) component is provided for all 
students who want to improve their understanding of the material taught in this 
course. SI sessions are led by a student who has been successful with the course 
material and has been trained to facilitate group sessions where students can meet to 
compare class notes, review and discuss important concepts, develop strategies for 
studying, and prepare for exams. Attendance at SI sessions is free and voluntary. On 
average, students who attend supplemental instruction once a week, earn a 
significantly higher course grade than those who do not attend. SI sessions begin the 
second week of class and continue throughout the semester. A session schedule will 
be announced in class.  For information about the program, and session 
schedule/updates, visit: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/si 

  
Supplemental Instructor: Sydney Wade 
Email: SydneyWade@my.unt.edu 
Review times: TBD 

 
Supplemental Instructor: Courtney Murray 
Email: CourtneyMurray@my.unt.edu 
Review times: TBD 

 
  

Required Texts:  
 

• Custom Text: We the People, Loose-leaf Edition (12th) for UNT PSCI 2305 by 
Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir, and Tolbert (GLWT) AND Governing Texas, 4th Edition by 
Champagne and Harpham (C&H). Both books are combined in the custom 
edition. Your book is your friend. Buy a copy and read it thoroughly and 
regularly as assigned! Thorough reading of the assigned chapters in a timely 
manner is important for success on exams!  

  
• PSCI 2305 Online Workbook (Web-text) 

  
Required Newspaper: The New York Times. If you are destitute, the UNT Library does 
maintain a subscription and you may read it rather than pay for a subscription. 
Current events are important and give practical applications and examples of what we 
discuss in class. The paper will be the source for bonus questions on exams and 
current events quizzes dealing with U.S. and Texas politics. Order information may be 
found at: www.nytimes.com/collegerate. 
 
Course Topics: This is an introductory American government course emphasizing two 
major areas. The first area involves an examination of various aspects of American 
political process including public opinion, media in politics, political participation, 
political parties, interest groups, and campaigns & elections. The second area 
involves an examination of the policy making process and various public policies 
including economics, social welfare, healthcare, education, and U.S. foreign policy. 
 

mailto:SydneyWade@my.unt.edu
mailto:CourtneyMurray@my.unt.edu
http://www.nytimes.com/collegerate
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Course Objectives: Students will develop and sharpen skills in critical thinking, 
communication, social responsibility, and personal responsibility by: 
 
1.1. Explaining the methods and processes of political behavior in American and  

Texas  politics. 
1.2. Recognizing the importance of examining political behavior and ideology. 
1.3. Explaining key components of political behavior by examining the dynamics of 
 public opinion, the media, interest groups, and the campaign and election 
 process.  
2.1. Explaining political socialization in American and Texas politics. 
2.2. Explaining the role of public opinion in a democratic society 
2.3. Critiquing non-scientific and scientific methods of public opinion 
 measurement. 
3.1. Explaining the process and dissemination of information by the media in  

politics. 
3.2. Analyzing the process of media regulation. 
3.3. Examining the relationship between the roles of the media in American 
 democratic society. 
4.1. Explaining the dynamics of interest group formation in politics. 
4.2. Explaining the influence interest groups and lobbyists have on governments. 
5.1. Explaining the role of political parties. 
5.2. Analyzing key components of political participation. 
5.3. Analyzing key components of elections and campaigns. 
5.4. Examining the voting process and voter participation in politics. 
6.1. Analyzing and critically assessing the policymaking process in politics as well as  
   examining salient public policy issue areas. 
6.2. Analyzing the evolution and current role of the U.S. in the global arena in  

terms  of both the economic and foreign policy domains. 
 
Class Procedure: This class will be conducted in a lecture/discussion format. Students 
are encouraged to actively participate in class discussions. READ THE ASSIGNED 
CHAPTERS PRIOR TO CLASS!  Your views, opinions, and questions are valued. Politics 
these days is controversial, please keep class comments on point as they pertain to 
the lecture material. Still, I like to know what you think about things. Please do not 
feel inhibited by the size of the class in expressing your views. Warm bodies only fill 
up space and are not very exciting unless you say something. 
 
Electronics Use Policy 
 
Research shows that using an electronic device with a screen during class distracts 
other students around you and hinders their learning. To eliminate the screen 
distraction “halo” effect on neighbors, we will have two different zones in the 
classroom to accommodate those who prefer to use electronics and those who wish 
not to see any electronics:  
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• Students who would like to be guaranteed a “screen free” zone should sit in 
the front three rows of the classroom (as you are facing the front). Students sitting in 
this area must be able to commit to not using any electronic devices with a screen, of 
any size (laptop, phone, tablet, iPod, etc.) for the entire 50 minutes of class. You 
may use your devices before class starts, but you must put them entirely away when 
class begins and leave them away until class is over. 

 
• Students who will or might be using any electronic devices that have any kind 

of a screen, or who don’t mind seeing others use such devices, should sit anywhere 
other than the front three rows. This applies regardless of the reason the student is 
using the device, whether it is goofing off or not—even if it is a legitimate educational 
reason or an extenuating personal circumstance (e.g. laptop for notetaking or 
checking texts for family emergency). This also applies regardless of the frequency 
and duration of the electronics use (e.g. glancing at just one text message or actively 
taking notes for all 50 minutes).  
 
Assessment components: 
 

• IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO MONITOR ASSIGNMENT STATUS (POSTINGS & 
DUE DATES) REGULARLY IN THE CANVAS COURSE CALENDAR!  

 
• Chapter quizzes (5% of your grade): These are online quizzes to make sure 

you are reading the assigned chapters in the textbook. Missed quizzes cannot 
be made up! The earlier you get your quizzes in the better. Bad things happen 
when you put things off! 
 

• Online Workbook (20% of your grade): Online assignments from the PSCI 2305 
digital workbook are accessible through Canvas. Online workbook material will 
not be covered on the exams.  

 
o ALL ONLINE WORKBOOK ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY THE 

DUE DATE AND TIME. If you miss the assignment deadline, you can 
still get half credit for any work submitted no later than December 4th 
at noon. The earlier you get your assignments in the better. Bad things 
happen when you put things off! 

 
• NY Times Quizzes (10% of your grade): These will cover current events as 

they relate to local, state, and national politics. Quizzes will consist of 10 
multiple choice or True/False questions on current U.S. political events 
(national, state, and local) during a fixed time period. Missed quizzes cannot 
be made up! No exceptions. If you know you will be absent on a quiz day, 
please e-mail the instructor prior to the start of class at 12:00 pm. 
Arrangements for you to take the quiz on a later date will be made.  

 
o Quizzes are given at the start of class. Be on time! 
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• Examinations (65% of your grade): There will be THREE (3) of them. Exams, 
which are closed book/notes, will consist of multiple choice and true-false 
questions. Exams are based on your textbook chapter readings and class 
lectures. If you miss an exam, please contact the instructor NO LATER THAN 
72 hours afterwards. Arrangements can then be made for a make-up exam.  
 

• If there is a grading question about any assignment, quiz, or exam, please bring 
this to the attention of the instructor NO LATER THAN 72 hours after the grade 
is posted in Canvas. Failure to do so means your right to appeal the grade 
assigned is waived. Do not wait until the end of the term to question a score 
from earlier in the term! 
 

Attendance: ATTEND CLASS! Why pay all this tuition if you are not going to come to 
class?   
 
Specifically for TAMS students:  If you are absent for any reason, you are 
required to file an absence report with the TAMS Academic Office.  In addition, 
as your professor, I will send periodic attendance reports to the TAMS Academic 
Office.   
 
Student Success: If you are struggling with the class, feel free to discuss course issues 
either with the instructor or the TA’s during office hours. Additional resources may be 
found at:  
 

• UNT Learning Center: http://learningcenter.unt.edu/home or  
http://success.unt.edu  
 

Disabled Students: The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic 
accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must 
first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 
eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation 
letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific 
needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to 
avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to 
implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability 
Accommodation website at: https://disability.unt.edu/  You may also contact them 
by phone at (940) 565 - 4323. 
 
 
Final Exam: The final is scheduled for Wednesday, December 11th, 10:30 am – 12:30 
pm. Please do not ask to take the final early. The final is NOT comprehensive.   
 
Grades (earned and not given). Your grade will be determined based on your scores 
earned in the following activities: 

http://learningcenter.unt.edu/home
http://success.unt.edu/
https://disability.unt.edu/
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 Exams: 65% 

Chapter quizzes: 5% 
       Online workbook assignments: 20% 

NY Times Quizzes: 10% 
  

Grading Scale  
 
90% - 100% A 
80% - 89% B 
70% - 79% C 
60% - 69% D 
0% - 59% F 

 
Grades are not discussed by phone or in e-mails. See the instructor 

during office hours for questions! 
 

 
Academic Integrity, Plagiarism and Cheating:  
 

University of North Texas -- Department of Political Science 
POLICY ON CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM 

 
Perish the thought and do not give in to temptation and the easy way! The Political 
Science Department adheres to and enforces UNT’s policy on academic integrity. 
Academic Integrity is defined in the UNT Policy on Student Standards for Academic 
Integrity.  Any suspected case of Academic Dishonesty will be handled in accordance 
with the University Policy and procedures. Possible academic penalties range from a 
verbal or written admonition to a grade of “F” in the course.  Further sanctions may 
apply to incidents involving major violations.  You will find the policy and procedures 
at: http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity . Review the policy! 
 
Acceptable Student Behavior: Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s 
ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is unacceptable and 
disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students 
engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Center for Student Rights and Responsibilities 
to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct . 
The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, 
including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  

Sexual Discrimination, Harassment, & Assault: The University has procedures in place 
that aim to be aware of the needs of those who make an institutional report of sexual 
assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Procedures include 
informing individuals about their right to file criminal charges as well as the 
availability of counseling, health, mental health, victim advocacy, legal assistance, 

http://facultysuccess.unt.edu/academic-integrity
https://policy.unt.edu/policy/07-012
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visa and immigration assistance and other services on and/or off campus, as well as 
additional remedies to prevent contact between a complainant and a respondent, 
such as housing, academic, transportation and working accommodations, if reasonably 
available. The University will make such accommodations, if the victim requests them 
and if they are reasonably available, regardless of whether the complainant chooses 
to report the crime to the UNTPD or local law enforcement. 

Anyone can report prohibited conduct by notifying the Dean of Students Office 
(940.565.2648), the Title IX Coordinator (940.565.2759),or the UNT Police 
(940.565.3000). The online reporting form is found at http://report.unt.edu. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures: UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly 
notify you with critical information in an event of emergency (i.e., severe weather, 
campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like chemical spills, fires, 
or violence). The system sends voice messages (and text messages upon permission) 
to the phones of all active faculty staff, and students. Please make certain to update 
your phone numbers at www.my.unt.edu. Some helpful emergency preparedness 
actions include: 1) ensuring you know the evacuation routes and severe weather 
shelter areas, determining how you will contact family and friends if phones are 
temporarily unavailable, and identifying where you will go if you need to evacuate 
the Denton area suddenly. In the event of a university closure, your instructor will 
communicate with you through Canvas regarding assignments, exams, field trips, and 
other items that may be impacted by the closure.  

Electronics Use Policy 
 
Research shows that using an electronic device with a screen during class distracts 
other students around you and hinders their learning. To eliminate the screen 
distraction “halo” effect on neighbors, we will have two different zones in the 
classroom to accommodate those who prefer to use electronics and those who wish 
not to see any electronics:  
 

• Students who would like to be guaranteed a “screen free” zone should sit in 
the first three rows of the middle section of the classroom. Students sitting in 
this area must be able to commit to not using any electronic devices with a 
screen, of any size (laptop, phone, tablet, iPod, etc.) for the entire 2 hours 
and 50 minutes of class.  You may use your devices before class starts, or 
during the break, but you must put them entirely away when class begins and 
leave them away until class is over. 

 
• Students who will or might be using any electronic devices that have any kind 

of a screen, or who don’t mind seeing others use such devices, may sit 
anywhere else in the classroom. This applies regardless of the reason the 
student is using the device, whether it is goofing off or not—even if it is a 
legitimate educational reason or an extenuating personal circumstance (e.g. 
laptop for notetaking or checking texts for family emergency). This also applies 

https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/sexual-misconduct/reporting-sexual-misconduct
https://edo.unt.edu/title-ix
http://report.unt.edu/
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regardless of the frequency and duration of the electronics use (e.g. glancing 
at just one text message or actively taking notes for all 80 minutes). If the 
number of students using electronic devices is large, we will make the needed 
adjustments to the rows. 

 
Bonus opportunity: since the missed NYT quiz policy is a bit harsh, you may 
participate in two (2) community service projects either individually or as a team. 
Please check: https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/center-for-leadership-and-service, or 
Volunteer Denton for service opportunities. If you are already volunteering 
somewhere else, this will be fine as well. Complete the service, show written proof of 
your completion (if possible), and write a paper (no longer than 2 pages long, typed, 
12-point font, double spaced, standard margins, Chicago or APA manual of style 
compliant) about your experience and how it contributes to the common good. Each 
project is worth up to 100 points credit to replace a missing quiz or homework 
assignment.  Projects, documentation, and papers must be completed and turned in 
on December 4th at the start of class and in person! No e-copies! No exceptions!  
 
Schedule Changes: I reserve the right to change any of the exam times or assignments 
by providing you with at least a 48-hour notice of such changes. You are responsible 
for any changes that may occur during the semester. Any changes will be announced 
at the beginning of each class and posted in Canvas.   
 

Coming Attractions 
(More or Less) 

                                                                         
Week 1  August 26, 28, 30 

Chapter 6, Public Opinion. 
 
Week 2         September 4, 6:  

More public opinion 
   
Week 3 September 9, 11, 13:  

Chapter 7, the Media; NYT Quiz # 1 on the 13th! 
 
Week 4 September 16, 18, 20:  

More media; Chapter 8, Political Participation & Voting, NYTimes Quiz 
# 2 on the 20th! 

                                                          
Week 5 September 23, 25, 27:  

More political participation; EXAM 1 on the 27th! 
 
Week 6 September 30, October 2, 4: 

Chapter 9, Political Parties; Chapter 4: Political Parties in Texas 
   
Week 7 October 7, 9, 11:  

https://studentaffairs.unt.edu/center-for-leadership-and-service
https://www.cityofdenton.com/en-us/volunteer
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More parties; Chapter 10, Campaigns & Elections; NYT Quiz # 3 on the 
11th! 

 
Week 8 October 14, 16, 18: 

More campaigns & elections; Chapter 5: Campaigns & Elections in Texas  
       
Week 9 October 21, 23, 25:  

Chapter 11, Groups & Interests; Chapter 6: Interest Groups and Lobbying 
in Texas; NYT Quiz # 4 on the 25th! 

                         
Week 10       October 28, 30, November 1: 
 More on interest Groups 
 
Week 11 November 4, 6, 8: 
  EXAM # 2 on the 4th! Chapter 16, Government and economy 
                  
 
Week 12 November 11, 13, 15: 

More government and the economy; Chapter 17, Social Policy, Chapter 
12 Public Policy in Texas, NYT Quiz # 5 on the 15th! 

      
Week 13 November 18, 20, 22: 

More social policy; NYT Quiz # 6 on the 22nd!  
                     
Week 14      November 25, 27: Chapter 18:  

Foreign Policy & Democracy, (No class on the 29th!) 
 
Week 15:    December 2, 4th:  

Foreign Policy, Bonus assignments due on the 4th at noon! 
 
Week 16:  Final Exam, 10:30 AM – 12:30 PM, ESSC 255 
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PSCI 2305.004, Fall 2019 

Student Information Sheet 
 
(Please Print) 
 
Name: ___________________________ 
 
Phone :(       )______________________ 
 
Hometown:_______________________ 
 
E-Mail:___________________________ 
 
Fr  So  Jr  Sr  
 
Transfer (if so, which school):__________________________ 
 
Major:______________________ 
 
Minor:______________________ 
 
Hobbies and interesting things you like to do: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This certifies that I have read the syllabus and understand the requirements for the 
course, including the Policy on Cheating and Plagiarism. I agree to abide by the 
academic integrity policy. As such, I verify that all work done in this class will be my 
own.  
 
Signature:______________________________ 
 
Printed Name:___________________________ 
 
Date:  __________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


